here are those who feel thar rechnology

and traditional forms of music—or any

art—should pot mix, Clearly, Ajay Kapur
is not one of those people. The recent UVie grad
has taken his love of wchnology and traditional
East Indian music and combined them by way of
a | 2-armed robot named MahaDeviBot who plays
[ndian percussion. Seriously,

“The poal was, how do you make a human per-
form with a II|:IL|IiI'|L‘. and even mone &k, G robor?”
says Kapur, whose degree is in arrificial inrelligence
and music. "1 did a lor of worle 've been working
on this project for many years,”

This '|'||||r.~.d.l}-', J!IL'\I.:IJ"JJt,' will have the chance o
see the robot deummer interace with other musi
cians ar a free concert. Kapur says there arc threc
ways the robot does this. The first has the robot
and human interacting with a microphone, where

the robot has learned whar the different audio
sounds mean, The second involves putting sen
sors on the humans instruments so the robot can
dfll.'l.l 11“.' ||i'\.|| |||'|d r|l_1.'!|Ju]|| I.i' "|'||'|'|a|1 1|]l' IF'III"Ii'

cian is playing. Thind, sensors can be put on the
humian's body.

"| weall ||'|i.'\ 1|]i|IH_ o hl_\' I'll.".ll.i Jl“l maove 1||:l'
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that and uses that 1o make decisions,” Kapur says
with a chuckle, “So you're Hll.'inH it all these differ
CNI SCNSCS "'iil::i'”. O I'l .H“I I\n-l“ll'l.l.i a

Kapur’s band., Karmetik Underground, will be
serforming on Thursday ("1 used w play drums,
yur now | ]3];1.].' sitar—the robot |4.'|.1|.i\. ed me,” he
|'“IE‘.-II"'L A% “'I.,'" S IMusIc 1,1.“"}'.!“'“ I.lllll'l "Jll .||'|I!
UVic, which will give Kapur a chance to sit back
and sec his creation in acnon.

“We're going to get a lot of peopls’ interpreta-
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ton of whar 1o do with this machine and every-
body's doing something completely different,” he
says, " This s really exciting for me.”

Hes not the only one L'lkl.l.l."l‘l'. the I‘;Illl'n|r.'ii:___{l..'
MNetwork will be filming at the show for an upcom
ing program on music rechnology. Bur before
Kapur has a chance to sit back and enjoy the fame
|rl. IH;'Ir"'_"‘ F | l-‘\'r STAc hl'." l'K.' 11”“‘“1: r}lt' r|r.L|.| !.f]r
a tour—robotc drummer in ww—in February,
stopping in New Delhi and Singapore. Bur not
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technologies with old traditions and Kapur's not
expecting, the same reaction overseas that he’s been
getting here.

“I'm expecting w gee my ass kicked,” he laughs,
“But | don't even know if we'll make it through the
airport. We'll see how it goes.”

-Cireg Pratt



